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JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY 
 

Synopsis - 1 Line 
 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” delves into the minds of juvenile 
offenders who commit minor crimes and examines the system that is 
designed to rehabilitate the youth. 
 
 
Synopsis – 3 Lines 
 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” delves into the minds of juvenile 
offenders who commit minor crimes and examines the system that is 
designed to rehabilitate the youth.  Traveling throughout the country 
and overseas, it was a daunting task locating programs that actually 
rehabilitate young people.  This film takes viewers on a journey in 
search of “Justice For All.” 
 
Synopsis – 100 Words 
 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” delves into the minds of juvenile 
offenders who commit minor crimes and examines the system that is 
designed to rehabilitate the youth. 
 
In some parts of the country and overseas, youth graduate from the 
juvenile justice system and matriculate into adult prisons. As well, 
young people have become hardened criminals after extended stays in 
the juvenile justice system.  
 
An adolescent who could possibly be given community service for 
violation of probation may find him/herself thrown into a J.D.C. 
(Juvenile Detention Center) for four years or more because the child 
could not afford adequate legal counsel. 
 
 
 
 
 

“If we 
warehouse 

children, we 
will get 

warehoused 
children.” 

 
Stacey 

Gurian-
Sherman 

-Maryland 
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  JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY  
Synopsis – 350 Words 

 
“Justice For All: The Documentary,” delves into the minds of juvenile 
offenders who commit minor crimes, while examining the system designed to 
rehabilitate them. 

 
Traveling to over 50 cities within the United States and abroad, three 
programs were actually identified as having successfully rehabilitated youth in 
crisis. 

 
Many young people in the system are charged for minor offenses, such as 
school-yard fights, violation of probation, allegations of misconduct on school 
grounds, smoking and truancy, the list continues.  “Justice For All: The 
Documentary,” tackles these minor infractions committed by youth and 
addresses the validity of detention time assessed for the offense.   
 
According to research conducted by leading juvenile justice experts, alleged 
minor crimes of this nature could be repudiated by community service and/or 
resolved through anger management classes.   Consequently, it has been 
discovered that youth challenged on socio-economic levels are more often sent 
directly to J.D.C.'s (Juvenile Detention Centers), than being afforded these 
alternate routes.  
 
It costs $8,000 to educate American Children annually. Conversely, it is 
upwards of $50,000 yearly to incarcerate young people at American facilities 
and abroad. Some young people are faced with felony charges, which prevents 
them from securing financial aid for college and hinders them from voting. 
The film shows how children can easily matriculate from the juvenile justice 
system into the adult prisons.  

 
Juvenile Justice is not just an issue of race, color or creed.  However, the film 
shows that youth are in crisis globally, due to the maltreatment they endure in 
the system.   Most of America’s local government entities, schools, churches 
and social organizations play a major role in the evolution of programming 
designed to rescue at-risk youth.  This film will provide an insight from the 
nation’s most prominent individuals in these areas.  

 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” does not address heinous crimes. As an 
alternative, the film shows the unspoken reality of the juvenile justice system, 
revealing how some children do not return home from incarceration; instead 
they are transported by the coroner, then to the grave.  This journey through 
the system shows that there is another way to bring about “Justice For All.” 

 
 

“I don’t think 
children 

ought to be 
housed with 

adults.” 
 

-U.S. Rep 
Eddie Bernice 

Johnson 
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JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY 
 
Statement of the Director 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” is the direct result of the following 
biblical verse Isaiah 59:15: “The Lord looked and was displeased that there 
was no justice,” having a huge impact on my life. For the last three years, I 
have worked tirelessly on “Justice For All: The Documentary,” a film 
addressing the ill-treatment of youth in the juvenile justice system. At the 
height of filming, I was injured very badly working in the juvenile justice 
system. While on crutches for nine months and in rehabilitation just as long, 
I continued to work for youth through this project. When most people would 
have focused on getting themselves healthy, I stayed committed to bringing 
about changes in the system.  
 
I met with many Congressional Leaders in Washington, DC including U.S. 
Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee and U.S. Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson and other 
leading figures in the juvenile justice system. I refuse to relent, until positive 
changes are brought about in the system. Moreover, Caron Butler, of the 
Washington Wizards, who personally experienced hardships in the juvenile 
justice system, speaks candidly about his situation on camera. Also, Rev. 
Jesse Jackson shares his insight about the ill-treatment of youth in the 
system.  
 
I am totally committed to fighting for those who America feels do not have a 
voice – youth who commit minor offenses as young people and are given 
maximum sentences. I believe that young people can be rehabilitated, when 
given the proper tools and a second chance in life.  
 
When I decided to commit to this project, I sought out a job in juvenile 
justice so I could learn the inner workings of the system. What I discovered 
was very disheartening. Young people in the system suffer from child abuse 
by those who are compensated to care for their needs. In some states such as 
Florida and Pennsylvania, the crew was unable to gain access to the juvenile 
facilities because in both states, children had been killed within the walls of 
the detention centers. I found that the system is very political as well. Some 
politicians stated very clearly that their colleagues will not put energy into a 
population of people who do not vote and may never do so. 
 
The one thought that came to mind while filming is - a country can be 
measured by how the children are treated. If this statement holds true, then 
we are heading for destruction as a nation. We truly need to do a better job 
of improving juveniles' lives and divorcing ourselves from the notion that 
corporal punishment is the best form of rehabilitation. 
 
 

“This nation 
fails the most 
vulnerable of 

our 
populations.” 

 
-U.S. Rep. 

Sheila 
Jackson Lee 
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JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY  
 

News & Reviews 
The News Journal in Wilmington, DE did a feature story about 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” on April 2, 2009. 
http://www.delawareonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=20

09304020004 
 
 
Sherry was featured on WDEL’s Delaware Stories for the 
“Justice For All: The Documentary.” 
 http://www.wdel.com/destories.php 
 
 

         Sherry Dorsey was named an Unsung Hero of 2008 by   
WDEL Radio Station in Wilmington, DE for her commitment 
to bringing about changes in the juvenile justice system 
through her film “Justice For All: The Documentary.” 
 http://www.wdel.com/shapingfuture08.php 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A lot of kids 
… need 
second 

chances.” 
 
-Caron Butler 
Washington 

Wizards 
Forward 
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JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY 
Bios 

 
Sherry Dorsey 
Director/Writer/Producer/Editor 
Sherry earned a Masters in Film from Howard University 
and a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Delaware in 
English/Journalism. She also received accolades for 
producing and writing shorts and feature-length films. 
Sherry humbly believes she has a calling on her life to 
educate, entertain and enlighten through her films. For this 
reason, Sherry conceptualized “Justice For All: The 
Documentary.” 

 
 

Dwight Walker 
Executive Producer/Narrator 
Dwight is a native Rochester, NY, currently residing in 
Wilmington, DE.  He attended Virginia Union University. 
Howard University and is a graduate of Wesley College in 
Delaware. He had dual roles on this film.  He is the Narrator 
and the Executive Producer.  He felt compelled to help 
finance “Justice For All: The Documentary” because he 
believes that the arts can serve as a rehabilitative tool for 
youth.  

 
Karen Dorsey  
Producer 
Karen is an educator and a filmmaker.  She enjoys working 
with youth especially those impacted by the juvenile justice 
system.  Therefore, working on “Justice For All: The 
Documentary” was a two-fold project for her – combining 
her filmmaking skills with her personal mission.  
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JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY 
Bios (cont’d) 

 
Darlene R. Smith 
Producer 
Darlene, a native of Wilmington, Delaware solidly adds 
creativity and direction as a member of the production team 
of “Justice For All: The Documentary.”  She graduated from 
Norfolk State University, Norfolk, Virginia, with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Journalism.  She is also a gifted screen and stage 
play writer, director and producer. 
 

 
Tiffany Matthews 

         Associate Producer 
Tiffany, of Middletown, Delaware is a Paralegal at Bayard, 
P.A. and specializes in Bankruptcy and Family Law.  She 
holds a Masters of Public Administration degree from 
Wilmington University and a Bachelor of Arts in Political 
Science from Delaware State University.  She is dedicated to 
serving our youth, which is why she is proud to be part of the 
production team for "Justice For All: The Documentary." 

 

 
Horace A. Knight, Jr. 
Production Designer 
Horace, a Burlington, New Jersey native and a graduate of 
Stockten College, holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Business 
Administration and a minor in African-American Studies. 
Although Horace is extremely business-minded, he holds a 
true passion for lending a helping hand to the less fortunate 
by working full-time with teenage fathers, youth after-school 
programs and persons with disabilities. Working on “Justice 
For All: The Documentary” was a perfect fit for his passions. 
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JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY 
Bios (cont’d) 
 

Anita L. Bryant 
Sound Designer/Juvenile Justice Consultant 

Anita, the ultimate helper, has worked within the juvenile 
justice system for over 15 years and has experienced the 
meaning of trials and tribulations within the system. She has 
worked with sound production for over 10 years. Her 
experience really helped with the research and the sound 
design for “Justice For All: The Documentary.” 
 
 
Karen Burton 
Production Supervisor 
Karen ignited her creative passion by starring with the First 
State Ballet Theatre Company and in the award-winning 
short film Radimi: Who Stole the Dream,” which was 
featured on BET Jazz.  She has been a talk show host for 
radio and television broadcasts in the tri-state area.  Karen is 
the founder of Father’s Day Gala, Inc. a non-profit 
organization that celebrates fatherhood.  She combined two 
passions, her love her family and youth, by working on 
“Justice For All: The Documentary.” 
 
 
Terri L. Smith 
Production Coordinator 
Terri is a resident of Wilmington, DE and worked as an 
associate director on numerous film. Her talents have 
manifested themselves in many ways during her tenure with 
SWAP Productions LLC. In the past she has served as a set 
designer as well as a transportation assistant. On the current 
project, “Justice For All: The Documentary,” she served as a 
production coordinator. 



JUSTICE FOR ALL: THE DOCUMENTARY Press Kit �  www.swapproductions.com                       Page 9 of  9 
       

Production Notes: 
 

“Justice For All: The Documentary” is a three-year comprehensive study 
of juvenile justice that shows the viewer how children and their families 
are impacted by the system when they are given inconceivable amounts of 
time in the facilities.  

 
Every single person who has worked on the project volunteered.  They 
each said they believed that they could bring about changes in the system 
through their commitment to the film.  
 
We traveled to over 50 cities and abroad. Every place we went, we were 
able to find favor with young people and their families. Those who have 
suffered at the hands of the juvenile justice system contacted their network 
of friends and people willingly shared their stories on camera.  
 
What we saw while filming was disturbing, young people shackled for 
minor offenses.  Youth who were abused while in the system by those who 
were compensated to care for them.   
 
The most disturbing element of what we saw was young people who had 
been in the system lost a sense of hope when they returned to society. They 
felt they were denied access to their unalienable rights – life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness, even after serving their time.  

 
“Justice For All: The Documentary” shows the viewers the problems that 
exist in the juvenile system and it also offers some solutions.  It is our hope 
that those affected by the system will desire to share their stories with 
others, so they can help bring about the necessary changes to the juvenile 
justice system and achieve “Justice For All.” 
 

 

“We’re all 
precious 
in God’s 
sight.” 

 
-Rev. Jesse 

Jackson 
Rainbow 
Coalition 


